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Rotary celebrates India’s first polio-free year
by Dan Nixon and Wayne Hearn  
Rotary International News -- 12 January 2012 

Rotary club members worldwide are cau-
tiously celebrating a major milestone in the 
global effort to eradicate polio. India, until re-
cently an epicenter of the wild poliovirus, has 
gone one year without recording a new case of 
the crippling, sometimes fatal, disease.

India’s last reported case was a two-year-
old girl in West Bengal State on 13 January 
2011. The country recorded 42 cases in 2010, 
and 741 in 2009.

A chief factor in India’s success has been 
the widespread use of the bivalent oral polio 
vaccine, which is effective against both remain-
ing types of the poliovirus. Another has been 
rigorous monitoring, which has helped reduce 
the number of children missed by health work-
ers during National Immunization Days to less 
than 1 percent, according to the World Health 
Organization (WHO).

Rotary has been a spearheading partner 
in the Global Polio Eradication Initiative since 
1988, along with WHO, UNICEF, and the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is also a 
key supporter of the initiative. 

Sporting their signature yellow vests and 
caps, the nearly 119,000 Rotarians in India have 
helped administer vaccine to children, orga-
nize free health camps and polio awareness 
rallies, and distribute banners, caps, comic 
books, and other items.

“With the support of their Rotary broth-
ers and sisters around the world, Indian Rotar-
ians have worked diligently month after month, 
year after year, to help organize and carry out 
the National Immunization Days that reach mil-
lions of children with the oral polio vaccine,” 
says RI President Kalyan Banerjee, of the Ro-
tary Club of Vapi, Gujarat.

“The achievement of a polio-free India for 
a full year is a significant step towards a polio-
free world -- an example as to what can be ac-
complished no matter what problems need to 
be overcome,” says Robert S. Scott, chair of 
Rotary’s International PolioPlus Committee. 
“Rotarians of India are and should be proud 
of the key efforts they have made at all levels, 
without which the world would not be marking 
this milestone.”

Deepak Kapur, chair of the India PolioPlus 
Committee, also credits the Indian Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare for its commitment 

to ending polio. To date, the Indian govern-
ment has spent more than US$1.2 billion on 
domestic polio eradication activities. “Govern-
ment support is crucial if we are to defeat po-
lio, and we are fortunate that our government 
is our biggest advocate in this effort,” Kapur 
says.

If all ongoing testing for polio cases re-
corded through 13 January continues to yield 
negative results, WHO will declare that India 
has interrupted transmission of indigenous 
wild poliovirus, laying the groundwork for its 
removal from the polio-endemic countries 
list, which also includes Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
and Nigeria. However, because non-endemic 
countries remain at risk for cases imported 
from endemic countries, immunizations in In-
dia and other endemic and at-risk countries 
must continue. Neighboring Pakistan, which 
has reported 189 cases so far for 2011, is a 
major threat to India’s continued polio-free 
status. Last year, an outbreak in China, which 
had been polio-free for a decade, was traced 
genetically to Pakistan.

“As an Indian, I am immensely proud of 
what Rotary has accomplished,” Banerjee says. 
“However, we know this is not the end of our 
work. Rotary and our partners must continue to 
immunize children in India and in other coun-
tries until the goal of a polio-free world is finally 
achieved.”

Rotarians and state government leaders in Jai-
pur, Rajasthan, India, vaccinate children against 
polio during a National Immunization Day in 
2011. Photo courtesy of the India PolioPlus 
Committee
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Denton Rotary  
Club 1779 
Attendance Report

January 12, 2012
 
Total Member Count – 102
(8-Honorary, 5-Exempt)
 
Number Used for Attendance – 89
Members Present – 61
Makeups – 2
Total Credits – 63
Attendance Percentage – 70.79%
Guests Present – 5
Visiting Rotarians – 2
Total – 68
 
Makeups:
Bob Nelson, 12/13/11, Denton 
South
Harv Kitchens, 12/20/11, Denton 
South
 
Visiting Rotarians:
Frank Stewart, Gainesville
Bob Bishop, Hurricane Creek
 
Guest Speaker:
Deb Robertson – Meals On Wheels
 
Guests:
Lucy Pittroff
Guest of Dick Pittroff
 
Dawn Cobb
Sheri Dragoo
Guests of Rob Seay
 
Susan Stambaugh
Guest of Doreen Rue
 
Leave of Absence:
Larry Aaron
Don Barnes
Bill McKee
 

Scenes from  
Januray 12, 2012 meeting

January is Rotary Awareness Month



Best Western Premier Crown Chase Hotel
2450 Brinker Road, Denton
(behind Texas Roadhouse)

Complimentary appetizers
No-host bar
Door prize!

Be sure to invite potential members!

The Rotary Club of Denton
invites you to our

“Happy Hour”  
Social

Friday, January 20, 2012
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

2012 Officers
President – Pete Bradbury

President Elect – Karen Dickson

Past President – Dale Kimble

Treasurer – Vicki Smith

Secretary – Jerry Holbert

Sgt-At-Arms – Dick Stewart

Assistant Sgt-at-Arms –  
Bruce Burleson

Executive Secretary –  
Rita Burleson  
rita@ritaburleson.com

2012 Directors
Ernie McGee

Sarah Muniz

Melanie Vest

Jack Thomson

Doreen Rue

April Cain

Tyler Wood

Mark Ragsdale

Colt Edwards

Committee Chairs
Service Projects – Colt Edwards
Public Relations – Ernie McGee
Membership – Jack Thomson
Rotary Foundation –  
Doreen Rue
Club Administration –  
Karen Dickson

Meeting Calendar
January 19	 Keep Denton Beautiful Program

January 26	 Brian Glenn, Denton Rotary South

Rotary Board meeting 
date, time & location 
reminder:
•	 3rd Wednesday of the month: 

January 18, 2012

•	 12:00 Noon

•	 DATCU Administration  
building conference room

•	 The meeting is open to all  
Denton Rotary members

•	 RSVP to Rita Burleson at  
rita@ritaburleson.com
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Keep Denton Beautiful, Inc. (KDB) is a community-based volunteer 
organization whose mission is to inspire individuals to take greater 
responsibility for creating a clean and beautiful city through litter 
prevention, reduction of waste, and community beautification.

KDB is an all volunteer, non-profit organization that focuses on:
•	 litter reduction strategies, 
•	 beautification and community improvement activities, and 
•	 Reduce, Reuse, Recycle practices.

KDB’s Mission is to inspire individuals to take greater responsibility for 
creating a clean and beautiful city through litter prevention, reduction of 
waste, and community beautification.



AARON, LARRY..................... Counsel-Marriage & Fam.....  (940) 382-0860
* ADAMS, JAMES................. Newspaper Publishing (R)....  (940) 566-2093
†*]ALDRIDGE, RON............ Health Services.....................  (940) 381-1501
* ALEXANDER, JIM............... Higher Educ, Univ.................  (940) 566-0111
* Alexander, Miogene........... Real Estate-Sales..................  (940) 390-2355
Bailey, Jonathan.................... Judiciary................................. (972) 965-1525
†* BARNES, DON.................. Photography-Commercial (R). (940) 566-1888
+* Baugher, Vince.................. Healthcare-Chiropractor.......  (940) 484 6336
* BRADBURY, PETE............... Mailing Services (R)...............  (940) 391-3141
* BRASWELL, RAY................. Public School, Admin...........  (940) 391-3141
†* BROCK, EULINE............... Past Service .........................  (940) 382-2436
Brock, Greg........................... Youth Organizations.............. (214) 929-0168
†* BROCK, HORACE............. Higher Education (R)............  (940) 565-3369
* BURLESON, BRUCE............ Law Enforcement..................  (940) 300-2273
†* BURROUGHS, MARK........ Law Practices-Tax Law..........  (940) 382-4357
Cabrales, John....................... Municipal Gov, Admin..........  (940) 349-8509
Cain, April.............................. CPA.......................................  (940) 387-8930
Carranza, Gabriel.................. Higher Education..................  (940) 369-5261
†* COBURN, STEVE.............. Optometry............................  (940) 566-3413
†* COOPER, JOHN............... Extension Education.............  (940) 453-1886
CROSS, JACK........................ Honorary Member................  (940) 382-9935
* Dickson, Karen.................... Economic Development.......  (940) 382-7151
Edwards, Colt........................ Banking.................................  (903) 987-3111
Ellis, Cheryl............................ Honorary
†* Engelbrecht, Jim............... Municipal Services................  (940) 206-5167
* FLESHER, RALPH................ Veterinary Medicine (R)........  (940) 382-1203
Freebourn, Royce.................. Property Management
Frizzell, Sean.......................... Hotel Management.................903-780-0952
* Garden, Condell................. Non-Profit Mgmt..................  (940) 566-5927
* Gee, Penny......................... Consultant............................  (940) 391-3254
Gotcher, Mary....................... Honorary...............................  (817) 403-3808
* GREGORY, MIKE................. Law Practice, Family.............  (940) 387-1600
†~* GRIFFIN, MARGARET.... Higher Ed Univ-Prep (R).......  (940) 382-7316
Hawkins, Joey........................ Restaurant Owner.................. (940) 391-7791
* HEATH, MILLARD............... Retired..................................  (940) 387-8916
Henderson, Gary................... CEO, Non-Profit.................... (972) 741-9902
Henson, Kevin....................... Non-Profit Mgmt..................  (940) 382-5112
Hix, Quentin.......................... Airport Manager...................  (940) 349-7744
Holbert, Jerry........................ Higher Ed-Found.Admin......  (940) 565-4555
* HOPKINS, GEORGE........... Law Practices (R)...................  (940) 566-8739
Howell, Lee............................ Law Enforcement..................  (940) 391-2290
HUDGENS, DERV.................. Honorary Member
* Ingman, Stan....................... Higher Ed-Univ.....................  (940) 565-2298
* INGRAM, KEN.................... Banking (R)............................  (940) 484-8654
+* Iverson, John.................... Retired..................................  (940) 891-4305
* Jester, Tom.......................... Law Practice-Adoption.........  (940) 387-7585
* KARL, KIMBERLY................. Consulting............................  (940) 391-0031
* KEITH, LEE.......................... Cattle Raising.......................  (940) 382-3709
Kennedy, Courtney................ Healthcare Admin.................  (940) 348-3211
* KIMBLE, DALE.................... Credit Union Admin..............  (940) 442-5401
†* KITCHENS, HARV............. Innkeeper..............................  (940) 365-3535
* Langley, Kathy............... Physical Therapy...................  (940) 395-6902

Langston-McDaniel, Virgina.. Retirement Home.................  (940) 383-6347
* Leal, Dan............................. Nonprofit Admin..................  (214) 597-0868
Lynch, Clint............................ Airline Operations................  (940) 382-5578
Martino, David....................... Honorary
* McCarty, Charles................ Insurance Executive..............  (940) 243-4252
McDaniel, Jerry..................... Marketing/Home Renovation. (940) 391-2800
† MCDUFF, MARY ANN........ Higher Ed..............................  (940) 898-3310
* McGee, Ernie...................... Banking.................................  (940) 891-2344
* McKee, Bill.......................... Arbitrator/Mediator..............  (940) 565-3445
* Melson, Marsha............ Banking (R)............................. (817) 239-5971
†* MITCHELL, DANNY.......... Banking.................................  (940) 440-9100
* MOHELNITZKY, JERRY....... Insurance-Health/Life............  (940) 387-6196
+ MORTON, OLIVE............... Community Ed (R).................  (940) 262-0828
* Muniz, Sarah....................... Credit Union-Insurance.........  (940) 442-5581
Nalley, James........................ Senior Search and Rescue....  (972) 987-1440
* Nelson, Bob........................ Public Utilities.......................  (940) 498-4044
* OOSTERWIJK, HERMAN.... Healthcare-Imaging..............  (940) 440-9530
Patterson, Edward................. Emergency Preparedness...... (214) 336-1814
†* PHILIPS, TOM................... Banking & Costruction Lending. (940) 349-5441
Pittroff, Richard..................... Information Services.............  (469) 387-2703
POOLE, EVA.......................... Public Library Administration. (940) 349-8750
Pope, Mike........................... Commercial Banking............  (940) 387-4417
* Price, Todd.......................... Banking.................................  (940) 383-6246
* PROUTY, HERB................... Law Practice-Municipal.........  (940) 349-8333
* RAGSDALE, MARK............. Optometry............................  (940) 387-9595
Ramirez, Robert..................... Law Practice..........................  (940) 321-0265
Ramsay, Robin....................... Municipal Judge...................  (940) 349-8139
Reese, Adam......................... Banking Admin...................... (214) 682-5829
* Robinson, Randy................. Banking Admin.....................  (940) 382-3962
* Robison, Doug.................... Law Practice..........................  (940) 380-0911
†* ROGERS, SONJA.............. Financial Services..................  (940) 565-1819
* Rue, Doreen........................ Health Services-Admin.........  (940) 381-1501
SANDELIN, KAREN............... Insurance Agent....................  (940)381-5363
* SEAY, ROBERT.................... Accountant, CPA......  (940) 387-8563 Ext. 21
Seymour, Elizabeth................ Physician................................ (940) 230-4467
Shaver, David......................... Financial Services ....................972-342-2380
Shiver, John........................... Architecture..........................  (940) 484-8878
* SHRADER, JOHN............... Honorary Member................  (940) 387-1255
* SIEGMUND, JOHN............. Honorary Member................  (940) 382-3830
* Smith, Vicki......................... Non-Profit Mgmt...................  (940)566-5851
Springer, Kraig....................... Commercial Printing.............  (940) 387-6161
* Stanley, David..................... Banking-Lending...................  (940) 349-5602
†*STEWART, RICHARD......... Airline Pilot (R).......................  (940 382-4962
†* STREAM, RICHARD.......... Honorary Member................  (940) 246-3000
* Sudderth, Randy................. Banking Trust........................  (940) 349-5600
†* Thomson, Jack.................. Clergy (R)..............................  (940) 382-5176
Trammell, Phil........................ Higher Ed.-Development...... (940) 727-8912
Vest, Melanie......................... cu/cfo................................. (940) 453-1135
Wisenbaker, Scott................. Director, Non-Profit............... (940) 282-0381
* Wood, Tyler......................... Remodeling Contractor/Builder. (940) 566-3143
+†* WOOLFOLK, RICK......... Investment, Broker...............  (940) 382-5500
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