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Rotary’s first general secretary
By Susan Hanf  
Rotary International News -- 10 June 2011

When John Hewko takes office on 
1 July, he will be the 12th person to 
serve as Rotary’s general secretary. 

The first was Chesley Reynolds 
Perry, a Spanish-American War 
veteran and former Chicago Public 
Library employee.  

In August 1910, the newly formed 
National Association of Rotary 
Clubs unanimously selected 
Perry for the role, then known as 
secretary. He accepted the part-
time position at $100 per month, 
with an agreement that the amount 
of time he would devote would 
remain unspecified. 

By 1912, the job had evolved into 
a full-time executive role, and 
the Board of Directors agreed to 
increase Perry’s salary. 

His office on LaSalle Street 
in Chicago served as the first 
headquarters of the National 
Association. In 1911, Rotary 
established an office in the 
First National Bank Building at 
Dearborn and Monroe streets. 
The headquarters would move five 
more times during Perry’s term -- 
always into rented facilities.  

Perry served in the position longer 
than any of his successors. He 
also served as editor and business 
manager of The Rotarian from 
1911 to 1928, and he opened 
Rotary’s first international office, in 
Zurich, in February 1925. During 
his final year in office in 1941-42, 
the position’s title was changed to 
general secretary. 

In 1940, when Perry announced his 
plans to retire, he agreed to remain 
in his post while the organization 
trained his replacement, Philip C. 
Lovejoy. A number of clubs sought 
to nominate Perry for RI president 
in 1942-43, but he declined, saying, 
“I am gratefully conscious of the 
high compliment thereby being 
paid to me.”  

After retiring, Perry remained 
a member of the Rotary Club 
of Chicago, and served as its 
president in 1944-45. In 1954, 
Rotary offered him the title 
“secretary emeritus” to honor 
his years of service, but he again 
declined, preferring the role of 
ordinary Rotarian.  

Perry died on 21 February 1960 at 
the age of 87.

Chesley R. Perry, Rotary’s first general 
secretary.
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Denton Rotary  
Club 1779 
Attendance Report

June 9, 2011

Total Members Count – 90  
(8 -Honorary, 5 -Exempt)

Number Used for Attendance – 77

Attendance Percentage – 64.10%

Total Make-ups – 0

Guests Present – 11

Guest Speakers:

Eleata Swan – Child Protective 
Services

Guests of Members	

Amy Watson
Guest of Rob Seay	

Caroline Lara	  
Guest of Rob Seay

Edward Patterson
Guest of Mike Pope

Elizabeth Seymour	
Guest of Bruce Burleson

Ernie McGee, Jr.	
Guest of Ernie McGee

Gary Henderson	
Guest of Vicki Smith

Jerry McDaniel	
Guest of Virginia McDaniel

Jonathan Bailey	
Guest of Douglas M. Robison

Norman May	
Guest of Virginia McDaniel

Sabastain Silen	
Guest of Karen Sandelin

Leave of Absence
Lilia Bynum (1/1/11 to 6/30/11)

June 9, 2011
Scenes from last week’s meeting.
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2011 Officers
President – Dale Kimble

President Elect – Pete Bradbury

Past President – Larry Aaron

Treasurer – Vicki Smith

Secretary – John Iverson

Sergeant-at-Arms –  
Dick Stewart

Assistant Sergeants-at-Arms – 
Bruce Burleson

Historian – Ralph Flesher

Executive Secretary –  
Rita Burleson  
rita@ritaburleson.com

2011 Directors
Margaret Griffin
Olive Morton
Ernie Mc Gee
Sarah Muniz
Todd Price
Karen Sandelin
Jack Thomson
Doreen Rue
Karen Dickson

Committee Chairs
Membership – Margaret Grifin

Public Relations – Todd Price

Audio/Visual/Photography – 
Don Barnes

Rotary Foundation – Rob Seay 
and Ken Ingram

Meeting Calendar
June

16 	Rotary Foundation presentation Rob Seay

23	 Mike Trimble, Denton Record-Chronicle

30	 Megan Walling, Benessere Active
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

The Officer Installation & 
Awards Banquet 



















Rotary Board meeting 
date, time & location 
reminder:

3rd Wednesday of the month: •	
July 20, 2011

12:00 Noon•	

DATCU Administration  •	
building conference room

The meeting is open to all  •	
Denton Rotary members

RSVP to Rita Burleson at  •	
rita@ritaburleson.com

RI receives multiple honors  
for its publications
  
Rotary International News -- 12 May 2011  

Association Media & Publishing honored Rotary International with 12 
EXCEL awards, which recognize association publishers for innovative 
and inspiring work.  The award program judges nearly 1,000 association 
publications, including magazines, newsletters, scholarly journals, elec-
tronic publications, and websites in the areas of editorial quality, design, 
general excellence, most improved, and many more.  

The Rotarian magazine won seven awards, including a gold award for 
general excellence for the August, September, and October 2010 issues. 
Other honors included a gold award for the cover illustration of the April 
2010 issue; a gold award for the magazine’s media kit; a silver award for 
“On the Money,” an April 2010 management column; a bronze award for 
design excellence for the September and October 2010 issues; a bronze 
award for The Rotarian’s Greater Goods Catalog , a brochure originally 
published in the December 2010 issue; and a bronze award for the fea-
ture “How many fifth graders know someone on meth?” in the August 
2010 issue.  

In addition, RI won for the following:

2009-10 RI and Rotary •	
Foundation Annual Report , a 
gold award for annual reports

Rotary.org , a gold award in •	
general excellence for web 
publishing

Rotary Leader,•	  a silver award 
for media innovation in a print-
to-electronic redesign

“ Welcome to the World of •	
Public Image, “ a bronze award 
for media innovation in video

Shop.rotary.org , a bronze •	
award for media innovation 
for an online directory/buyers 
guide



AARON, LARRY..................... Counsel-Marriage & Fam.....  (940) 382-0860
* ADAMS, JAMES................. Newspaper Publishing..........  (940) 566-2093
†*]ALDRIDGE, RON............ Health Services.....................  (940) 381-1501
* ALEXANDER, JIM............... Higher Educ, Univ.................  (940) 898-2133
* Alexander, Miogene........... Real Estate-Sales..................  (940) 390-2355
†* BARNES, DON.................. Photography-Commercial....  (940) 566-1888
+* Baugher, Vince.................. Healthcare-Chiropractor.......  (940) 484 6336
Belanger, Joe........................ Youth Organizations.............  (940) 297-5086
* BRADBURY, PETE............... Mailing Services....................  (940) 382-2942
* BRASWELL, RAY................. Public School, Admin...........  (940) 391-3141
†* BROCK, EULINE............... Past Service..........................  (940) 382-2436
†* BROCK, HORACE............. Higher Education..................  (940) 565-3369
* BURLESON, BRUCE............ Law Enforcement..................  (940) 300-2273
†* BURROUGHS, MARK........ Law Practices-Tax Law..........  (940) 382-4357
* Bynum, Lilia......................... Non-Profit Administration....  (940) 566-5851
Cabrales, John....................... Municipal Gov, Admin..........  (940) 349-8509
Cain, April.............................. CPA.......................................  (940) 387-8930
Carranza, Gabriel.................. Higher Education..................  (940) 369-5261
†* COBURN, STEVE.............. Optometry............................  (940) 566-3413
†* COOPER, JOHN............... Extension Education.............  (940) 453-1886
CROSS, JACK........................ Honorary Member................  (940) 382-9935
* Dickson, Karen.................... Economic Development.......  (940) 382-7151
Edwards, Colt........................ Banking.................................  (903) 987-3111
Ellis, Cheryl............................ Honorary
†* Engelbrecht, Jim............... Municipal Services................  (940) 206-5167
* FLESHER, RALPH................ Veterinary Medicine..............  (940) 382-1203
Freebourn, Royce.................. Property Management
* Garden, Condell................. Non-Profit Mgmt..................  (940) 566-5927
* Gee, Penny......................... Consultant............................  (940) 391-3254
Gotcher, Mary....................... Honorary...............................  (817) 403-3808
* GREGORY, MIKE................. Law Practice, Family.............  (940) 387-1600
†~* GRIFFIN, MARGARET.... Higher Ed Univ-Prep.............  (940) 382-7316
* HEATH, MILLARD.............................................................  (940) 387-8916
Henson, Kevin....................... Non-Profit Mgmt...................  (940)382-5112
Hix, Quentin.......................... Airport Manager...................  (940) 349-7744
Holbert, Jerry........................ Higher Ed-Found.Admin......  (940) 565-4555
* HOPKINS, GEORGE........... Law Practices........................  (940) 566-8739
Howell, Lee............................ Law Enforcement..................  (940) 391-2290
HUDGENS, DERV.................. Honorary Member
* Ibarguen, Karen.................. Chiropractic Neurology........  (940) 382-6000
* Ingman, Stan....................... Higher Ed-Univ.....................  (940) 565-2298
* INGRAM, KEN.................... Retired..................................  (940) 484-8654
+* Iverson, John.................... Retired..................................  (940) 891-4305
* Jester, Tom.......................... Law Practice-Adoption.........  (940) 387-7585
* KARL, KIMBERLY................. Consulting............................  (940) 391-0031
* KEITH, LEE.......................... Cattle Raising.......................  (940) 382-3709
Kennedy, Courtney................ Healthcare Admin.................  (940) 348-3211

* KIMBLE, DALE.................... Credit Union Admin..............  (940) 442-5401
†* KITCHENS, HARV............. Innkeeper..............................  (940) 365-3535
* Langley, Kathy..................... Physical Therapy...................  (940) 395-6902
Langston-McDaniel, Virgina.. Retirement Home.................  (940) 383-6347
* Leal, Dan............................. Nonprofit Admin..................  (214) 597-0868
Lynch, Clint............................ Airline Operations................  (940) 382-5578
Martino, David....................... Honorary Member
* McCarty, Charles................ Insurance Executive..............  (940) 243-4252
† MCDUFF, MARY ANN........ Higher Ed..............................  (940) 898-3310
* McGee, Ernie...................... Banking.................................  (940) 891-2344
* McKee, Bill.......................... Arbitrator/Mediator..............  (940) 565-3445
†* MITCHELL, DANNY.......... Banking.................................  (940) 440-9100
* MOHELNITZKY, JERRY....... Insurance-Health/Life............  (940) 387-6196
+ MORTON, OLIVE............... Community Ed......................  (940) 262-0828
* Muniz, Sarah....................... Credit Union-Insurance.........  (940) 442-5581
Nalley, James........................ Senior Search and Rescue....  (972) 987-1440
* Nelson, Bob........................ Public Utilities.......................  (940) 498-4044
* OOSTERWIJK, HERMAN.... Healthcare-Imaging..............  (940) 440-9530
†* PHILIPS, TOM................... Banking & Costruction Lending. (940) 349-5441
Pittroff, Richard..................... Information Services.............  (469) 387-2703
POOLE, EVA.......................... Public Library Administration. (940) 349-8750
Pope, Mike............................ Commercial Banking............  (940) 387-4417
* Price, Todd.......................... Banking.................................  (940) 383-6246
* PROUTY, HERB................... Law Practice-Municipal.........  (940) 349-8333
* RAGSDALE, MARK............. Optometry............................  (940) 387-9595
Ramirez, Robert..................... Law Practice..........................  (940) 321-0265
Ramsay, Robin....................... Municipal Judge...................  (940) 349-8139
* Robinson, Randy................. Banking Admin.....................  (940) 382-3962
* Robison, Doug.................... Law Practice..........................  (940) 380-0911
†* ROGERS, SONJA.............. Financial Services..................  (940) 565-1819
* Rue, Doreen........................ Health Services-Admin.........  (940) 381-1501
SANDELIN, KAREN............... Insurance Agent....................  (940)381-5363
* SEAY, ROBERT.................... Accountant, CPA......  (940) 387-8563 Ext. 21
Shiver, John........................... Architecture..........................  (940) 484-8878
* SHRADER, JOHN............... Honorary Member................  (940) 387-1255
* SIEGMUND, JOHN............. Honorary Member................  (940) 382-3830
* Smith, Vicki......................... Non-Profit Mgmt...................  (940)566-5851
Springer, Kraig....................... Commercial Printing.............  (940) 387-6161
* Stanley, David..................... Banking-Lending...................  (940) 349-5602
†*STEWART, RICHARD......... Airline Pilot............................  (940 382-4962
†* STREAM, RICHARD.......... Retired..................................  (940) 246-3000
* Sudderth, Randy................. Banking Trust........................  (940) 349-5600
* SYLER, TOM....................... Honorary Member................  (214) 727-8307
†* Thomson, Jack.................. Retired..................................  (940) 382-5176
* Wood, Tyler......................... Remodeling Contractor/Builder. (940) 566-3143
+†* WOOLFOLK, RICK......... Investment, Broker...............  (940) 382-5500
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